Statement for IGC Members

December 1st 2011.
Dear Member,
I am writing to alert you to some disturbing news emanating from informed sources regarding possible Budget changes to the Guidance allocation at second level.
These sources have indicated that ex quota allocation of guidance hours will be removed and contained within the general school pupil/teacher ratio. If the information is correct this would have a devastating effect on the provision of guidance and counselling at second level.  Guidance will be competing with subject areas within the general school allocation and non-timetabled counselling .
The consequences of such a change in the forthcoming budget would seriously impact on the provision of guidance and counselling in our schools.
Diminishing the counselling role.
Students would be deprived of access to one – one counselling support for a wide range  of personal problems and issues, self esteem, family breakdown, mental health issues, self harm, bereavement , stress etc.   Vulnerable young people will be at even greater risk.
Holistic Guidance.
The holistic role of guidance which supports students as they make educational, career and personal decisions in a developmental manner would be decimated. There would be minimal guidance  forfurther and higher education choices. ESRI research shows school is the frame around which students make important decisions.
ESRI research also shows the need for more guidance, particularly  one  to one guidance and guidance for junior cycle students.
Pastoral Care.
 Pastoral care structures would be impaired without the imput of   a professional guidance counsellor whose role is central to that support system
School Ethos. It would do untold damage the trusting/caring atmosphere which the guidance counsellor fosters in collaboration with other staff members in the school.
Referral.It would remove the critical role Guidance Counsellors playin referring students who are at serious risk to the appropriate external professional agencies.
Students right to ‘appropriate guidance’It seriously questions the Government’s commitment to the provision of Guidance under section 9 (c ) of the Education Act.
The Institute have been very proactive since the rumours emerged in contacting the DES, Minister Quinn’s office and advisors, politicians from all parties to highlight the hugely negative impact the proposed cuts would have on the lives of students and their parents.
No effort should be spared between now and Monday next to articulate your concerns to your local politicians, managerial bodies and trade unions about the devastating effects of the proposed cuts.
We will keep you informed of developments.
EilisCoakley
President
